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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG CH FR 

SUB J : PRC SUPPORT FOR FRENCH-PROPOSED OIL TALKS 
SUMMARY: THE PRC MAY HAVE GIVEN WHAT APPEARS TO BE QUALI- 
FIED SUPPORT TO THE FRENCH PLAN TO HOLD A TRIPARTITE CON 
FERENCE ON PETROLEUM INVOLVING DEVELOPING, PRODUCER, AND 
CONSUMER COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY. 

1. PRC DEPUTY PREMIER TENG HSIAO-PING HAS INDICATED PRC 
INTEREST IN THE FRENCH PROPOSAL AS A MEANS OF "TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THE LEGITMATE INTERESTS OF DEVELOPING NATIONS" 
AND THEIR PRESENCE "AT THE DISCUSSION TABLE" ON ENERGY 
PROBLEMS, ACCORDING TO A NOVEMBER 10 AFP REPORT FROM 
PEKING QUOTING FRENCH PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT MINISTER, 
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FRENCH DELEGATION COMMEMORATING THE NEW PEKING -PARIS 
AIR LINK BY CAAC, SAID HIS MEETING WITH TENG HAD SHOWN 
HOW SIMILAR AND CLOSELY RELATED WERE PRC-FRENCH VIEWPOINTS 
ON SUCH PROBLEMS AS NATIONAL AND ECONOMIC INDEPENDENRE 
AND SAFEGUARDING OF THE THIRD WORLD S INTERESTS IN ENERGY. 

2. IF ACCURATE. THE STATEMEN BY TENG MARKS A NEW DEVELOP- 
MENT IN THEPRC'S GROWING INVOLVEMENT IN WORLD PETROLEUM 
AFFAIRS. AND IS THE FIRST PUBLIC HINT THAT IT MIGHT 

BE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN SOME SORT OF WORLD ENERGY 
CONFERENCE. HITHERTO, THE PC HAS CONFINED ITSELF TO GENERAL 
STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE "USE OF OIL AS A WEAPON" BY 
OIL PRODUCERS TO "REDRESS UNFAIR ECONOMIC EXPLOITATIONS" 

BY THE INTERNATIONAL OIL COMPANIES. ALTHOUGH CAREFULLY 
PHRASED AND QUALIFIED, THE REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO TENG 
APPEAR TO BE A PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE PRC OF 
THE DIFFERING INTERESTS BETWEEN PRODUCERS AND NON-PROCUCERS 
AMONG THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OF THE THIRD WORLD. IT ALSO 
BRINGS THE PRC FACE-TO-FACE PUBLICLY WITH THE PROBLEM 
OF RECONCILING THIS DIVISION WITH ITS OWN STRATEGY OF 
CHAMPIONING THE CAUSE OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES- 
PRODUCER AND NON-PRODUCER ALIKE. 

3. THE FRENCH CONGEN IN HONG KONG IS UNABLE TO CONFIRM 
THE AFP REPORT, BUT AN OFFICER REMARKED THAT AFP USUALLY 
RENDERS ACCURATE REPORTS WHEN FRENCH OFFICIALS ARE 
INVOLVED. 
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